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(Reference: Much of this report is based on theok The Spirit of the Arrow
A History of Tsalagi Lodge 19891989by Lindley S. Butlgr

The Qder of the Arrow Comes to Cheroke€ouncil APPLICATION
Since charteringn 1923 Cherokee Counbihd a strong camping program.
From the mid1920sCamp Cherokee¢he O 2 dzy Ebj $céuticammad DEBES OF LHE ARRCN

been located on rolling wooded land in the center of Rockingham County at  j yationa srotherhood of Boy Scout Honor Campers
a 79acre county owned playground near Wentworthhe canp dlrector in T S A
GKS f1 mMmpona &I lF'd tod at | t I 00SNa2aymgK2 &SN
1936¢ 1942. He Iikely observed the pos&ieffects of the Order of the 5L .

Arrowin neighboring Greensboro Council aowltheir program at Camp
Graystone. During theummer of 1939 the camp staff became interested
and they contacted Tali Taktaki Lodge in Greensboro for information. The =
approval of the council executive board was secured and the charter ; e
application was sent in on June 21, 1939. On July 11 the cheategranted ol als
for an Order of the Arrow lodge. AN

¢KS /1YLl / KSNRP1SS adGF¥F 46l yGaSR G2 yIrYS (G4KS ySg f
were very disappointed to learn that an OA loddmearteredin Birmingham Alabaman 1930had already
chosen that nameEarly Order of ta Arrow applicationstated:

428 KIS asStSOGSR _(KS fonpiilodgy, yI YS
and the totem T2NJ 2dzNJ SYof Syoé

Some unknown individuaf I NJ SR G KNR dzAK (G KS yI YS32/yK SINKES] D2 diyyOR f «
applicaton. This was understabto be the Indian word in the Cherokee languaged®herokeé. It was in

fact a misspelling and should have been written as TSALRN@ three Cherokee letters afeld Tand are

written as TSA LA GL No one realized the error and so the lodge adopted the name TSLAGI and used it for the next
forty eight years.

In the summe of 1940 sixteen Scouts and Scouters from Cherokee Council took the Ordeal and were inducte
o0& ¢FftA ¢l 1GF1A [2R3IS G /1FYLI DN} @aidz2ySo ¢CKS f 2
first chief. Mr. Moser was the waterfront director @amp Cherokeeloe Blanks of Roxboro was elected vice
¢chief and Francis Atwater of Burlington was elected as secréteagurer. Pat Patterson served as the first
lodge advisor.

1940s
During the summer of 194he new lodge was very active with vaus projects to improve camp and build a
good image of the Order of the Arrow.

On August 3%, September 2, 1940 the Order of the Arrow held its National Meeting at Camp Twin Echo
located near Ligonier, Pennsylvania. This event was a celebration of thé &sngiversary. Tslagi Lodge
sent eevenmembers to this National Meeting.


http://languagetech.cherokee.org/%E1%8E%A3%E1%8F%AA%E1%8F%85%E1%8F%92Home.aspx

Inthe summer of 1941 the lodge elected and inducted the first group of Ordeal candidates using their own
ceremonial team. The lodgmlled on Tali Taktaki Lod@ei O S NtBaMi® yohdudt the first Brotherhood
ceremonyat Camp CherokeeThat year a future leader of the lodge, Allaewis, became a member of the
Order of the Arrow. Mr. Lewiserved as teacher, principal, and then Superintendent of the Rockingham
County Schols. His office was less than a mile from Camp Cherokee so each evening after work he went to
Ol YLI® | S A&SNWSR |a 0KS YSRAO |4 OFYLI YR gl a az

5dzNA Yy 3 G§KS s hole progianid Bas tedt&@hSupport of the summer campThere was no

effort made to have year round activitiedlost of the camp staff werenembers of the Order of the Arrow.

The most significant project in this era was the lodge participation in planning and building the health lodge
which served the camp fa quarter century.

In the early days of the lodge the selection and Ordeal procedures were qwte different. Durlng the camp
week lodge meetings were held at which qualifications of campere | o
discussed. A boy had to be a First Class Scouttdeaish asecondyear
camper. On Thursday the eligible candidates met with the Arrowm
and a secret ballot was taken for election to the lodge. Following the:
campfire that evening the taput was held. The candidates began th
Ordeal right after the taput and were taken out to sleep alone. On
Friday the candidates worked all day in silence and with little food.
induction ceremony was held that night at the ordeal ring which was _
located near a waterfall. '

Millard Patton, who attended camp in the 409s, remembered that the
callout or tap-out ceremony was held at the camp council ring in the %
grassy circle in front of the dining hallhe campers sat in a large circle
around a campfire then an Indian would seize the candidates from
behind. Accordingp Dexter Moser the council fire was ignited by

releasing a flaming arrow from the roof of the dining hall. The arrow
traveled down a wire to the base of the wood stack while an Indian * -
chief prayed for fire in pantomime. 1949 Ordeal Ceremony

Although wild stories told about the Ordeal left the candidates apprehensive about their treatment, there
have never been any serious hazing incidents. The ceremony, rituals, and ordeal have been meaningful to tl
Arrowmen and over the years the lodgetiership conveyed seriousness of purpose to the candidates. Yet
occasionally highjinks would surface. For example, in the early years it was common practice to take the
Ordeal candidates ouh an automobile for their night alone. The blindfolded cialadles would be driven for

miles with Arrowmen implying that they were a great distance from camp. Then the candidates were placed
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In 1942members of Tslagi Lodge were planning to attend the National Meeting to be held at the University of
North Carolina in Chapel Hilunfortunately, with the entry of the United States World War 11, this event

was cancelled. The national leadership of the OA encouraged local Areas to hold their own fellowship
meetings. On Septemberdb several members headed to Camp Graystone near Greensboro for the first
North Carolina State Fellship Meeting. Tali Taktaki inviteerrowmen from across the state and their

invitation said:



oMay you leave with a clearer idea of our Order and how to make it a more vital part of our
Cauncil and @mmunity life. May you also renew acquaintancesake lasting friendships
and gain a broader view of our Fraterngy¥ . NP UKSNK22R | YR { SNIIAOSd¢

Following the end of World War Il the Order of the Arrow in North Carolina resumed holding fellowship
meetings. @ September 8 ¢ 30,1945Arrowmen went to Camp Graystone. Tslagi Lodge sent Brothers to

this event. The program started on Saturday morning with a welcome and introduction of lodges and
delegates by George Thomason, Greensboro Council Scout Executive. Bob Wolff coveredeaof dd
5SS1TSYRQa LINRINI YO C2f t 2 ¢ Ay INafiodayGAFChief, K 3 loydl N@Isorl) & |
The afternoon was filled with discussion groups on lodge operations, elections, service projects, and costume
There was time for recreatioand supper then the Campfire Opening Ceremony. The delegates saw the
Ordeal Tapping by Nayawin Rar Lodge, Final Ordeal Ceremony by Wahissa Lodge, then a Brotherhood Tapj
08 LUAOGIFLIAAKS LGA 12tft2 [2R3ISO tdy SeatBed Snylspirationdly R S
Service then Discussions by Lodge Officials and Ritual Team members. Lunch was serv@étdhemnge to

OA Members by H. Lloyd Nelson. Delegates depamielehfternoon

On October £, 6, 1946members traveled tdviorrow Mountain State Parkor the NC Fellowship Meeting.
The participants enjoyed a busy weekend of training, ceremonies, and fellowship.

IN1947{ O2dzi 9ESOdzi A ¥S W2Ky . & ht{(1t8& FyR /YL 5ANBO
Cate, Rufus Rand Lon G. Turner went to threa Fellowshiat Morrow Mountain State ParkAll of the

men were inducted into the Brotherhood Honor except for Lon G. Tuméthin the Order of the Arrow a

few members each year were recognized with the Vigil Hoilbiese Brothers were chosen due to their
dedication to the OA and the many hours of service they providesh G. Turnewasthe first member of

Tslagi Lodg® receivethis honor. Heentered Scouting in 1912 and served as
Scoutmaster in Burlingtoand swJLJ2 NII SR G KS O2dzy OAff@@a & dz
many years.Cherokee Council eventually named the Camp Cherokee dining hall in
his memoryin 1952 They also established a Camping Achievement award for Mr.
Turner.

In the late 1940s the lodge organized/seal social events. In 1947 there was a
Social at Camp Cherokee. Brotherstet/idates for dinner In 1948 the lodge v
held a spring banquet at Wentworth High School in April. Attending this banqué
were adults and youth members with guests and datadloor show and dancing
were the entertainment.

Duringthe late 1940s and early 1950s the country was hit with a severe polio
epidemic. Polio is a crippling and potentially deadly infectious disease caused
a virus that spreads from person to persmvading the brain and spinal cord and
causing paralysisEach of these years over 35,000 people were crippled by this Jo
disease. In 1948 North Carolina was severely hit and Arrowmen planning to
attend the National Meeting at Indiana University were told they could not go.
The disappointment affected plans ftite Area Meeting scheduled for October B
15¢ 17 at Camp Uwharrie. This event was canceled due to low reglstratlon PUb47 Lodge social at the camp dining hall

the fear of polio greatly affectedJS 2 L SQa LJX I ya ® ¢tKS I NBI aSSaAay3a
Carolina did not resume until 1952.



1950s
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In March1952the OA lodges of\rea 6Awere invited to Camp Tuatoora located near Goldsboro for the first
Area 6AFellowship The area included the following eight North Carolina lodges:

Tali Taktaki #7@cconeechee #104 /Wahissa #118,

Tslagi #163Jwharie #208 Nayawin Rar #29@ndKlahicar#331.
Arrowmen from each lodge gathered for a weekend of training, competition, and fellowship. The event
rotated each year with a different lodge taking their turn to host the fellowship.

Doc Lewis led a delegation of six Scouttiendingthe 1952 National OA Conference
held at Miami University located in Oxford, Ohibhe group traveled by car and includedfs; i,t&‘—n‘
Mac Robertson, Tommy Day and Martin Hedgep&lI€. Mericks, Hugh Scott Hester, an@ 2"\4, f?-'»y
Charles Jolly

On March 2@; 22, 1953a total of43 Brothers from Tslagi Lodge were part of 280
Arrowmen that went to Camp Durant near Raleigh for rea 6A FellowshipA special guest for this event

was H. Lloyd Nelson, Chairman of the National OA Commifideature of these Area gatheds was a

chance for dedicated members to be recognized with the Vimiloh 4G GKAAa S@Syd WAY
became the first youth member of Tslagi Lodge to receive this hdrmmk had served as Waterfront Director

at Camp Cherokee for several summers and kgage Chief for 1951 and 1952ach year a new Area Chief

was selected to lead the Area for the coming year. In 1953 Tslagi Lodge member William Harvey Price of
Mayodan was elected.

On July 21, 1953 Tslagi Lodge recognized camp diréetoreth H. Daviand Bruce Cartela Scouter from
Leaksville with the Vigil HonoKenneth Davis served as a professional Scdatesver 40 years starting in

1938. He was the leader in designing and fundraising for the new Dining Hall for Camp Cherokee that was
dedicatedin 1952 2 G KS f 2R3SQa FTANRG +A3IAf YSYOSNE [2Yy Dd
and waghe first camp director for Cherokee Council in 1923. Mr. Carter was active in the council for many
yearsserving on the Council Executive Board.

First Lodge Patchn the early days of the Order of the Arrow members were recognized by the sasheat th
wore. In the 1930s lodges began issuing patches to be worn on the Boy Scout uniform. Most patches were made of fe
Scouts did not care for these patches because they would shrink and lose their designs after multiple washings. |In the
1940s patchesvere made by embroidering on twill material. Most OA lodges began issuing
patches by the early 1950s. The patches -
v were odd shaped being round, square, oval,
A and arrowheads, and usually included the
f2R3IS yIYSE t2R3AS (2Q
§ were typicaly worn on the right pocket of the :
uniform shirt which was designated for
temporary patches. Tslagi Lodge issued an
arrowhead shaped patch in 1953. It featured
an Indian chief in bonnet and green leggings
holding a bow and arrow. Three different varietief this design |
were issued between 1953 and 1958. 2

Eagle Class of 1953 odge members wearing A1 |




On March 19; 21 Tslagi Lodge hosted seven North Carolina lodges fdridhéArea 6A Fellowshigt Camp
Cherokee The contlngents arrived on Friday afternoon and following supper the Cherokee Council Scout
= 205 Executive and Area Advisor C. Lin Adams welcomed the
Arrowmen. Lodge member and Area Chief William Price
addressed the crowdThe evening campfire included a
demonstration of the Tslagi Lodge Fapt Ceremony
followed by Occoneechee Lodge performing the Ordeal
Induction Ceremony. On Saturday morning each lodge lead&
discussion group with Tslagi covering the Vigil Honor. The §
afternoon included time forecredaion and a little patch
b : trading. There were skill demonstrations on Indian Dancing,
C. Lin Adams & Doc Lewis Costuming and Makap. After supper Jim Hardy led the Vigil
Tapout. The highlight of the event was the Saturday night campfire. Dwiskeceed a Talent Show in
which he entertained and kept the action moving. The final Vigil Ceremony started Sunday morning followed
08 | NBfAIA2dza 20aSNBIFYyOS IyR FAYylLf aSaaizyo ¢ K
E. Urner Godman. As delegates departed they each received one of the pictured patches.

Doc Lewis was the only member of Tslagi Lodge to travel to Laramie, Wyoming for the 1954 National OA
Conference.

A small contingentraveled to Camp Croatan in eastern Northr@iaa for the1955Area 6A Fellowship held
on March 25 27. The group enjoyed a weekend of training and fellowship, but commented on how difficult
it was to make this long trip.

TapOut Ceremoniegsummarized from a Tslagi Lodge History writed by £ 'y 52 O¢) [ S 4.
During the 1950s through 1966 Thursdaght at Camp Cherokee was a special night for the Order of

the Arrow. Each week campers and visitors gathered for a campfire program in the center of camp. At
the end of the entertainmenthe OA took center stage. Lodge Advisor Doc Lewis started by explaining

the Order of the Arrow and the upcoming tapping ceremony. Everyone was invited to walk in a single

file line with their arms folded Indiastyleand follow an Indian guide to theaterfront. All of the

lodge members were dressed in Indian costume and mgke There were many Indian guides with

blazing torches lighting the trail. There was the slow drumming of atdtmmheard in the distance.

At the lake all campers stood irsangle file line on
the dam facing the lake while the visitors stood on
either side of the lake close to the dam facing the
water. In the semidarkness campers could see at
the other end of the lake a campfire at an Indian
village. Torches were beingadis Indians danced }.
around the fire. Minutes later about 20 Indians wit
torches started running from the Indian village
toward the dam down both sides of the lake. The
runners stopped along the dam lighting the area.
Then three canoes sailed silently ass the lake
approaching the assembled campers. Each canoe
carried two Indians and a lighted torch. The beat of a drum could be heard in the distance.




Allowat Sakimathe mighty chief who wain one of the canoes, gave the order for the drum to be

silent. Meteu, the medicine man riding in another canoe, recited the legend so that all could.hear

The threecanoes then approached the dam where there was a small dock. Each of the Indian officials
left their canoes and went onto the dam. The Ghiedicine Man, Guide and the Guard walked along

the straight line of excited Scouts as if they were inspecting each camper. The boys and men that had
been elected were then tapped by Allowat Sakima. As they were tapped each candidate was told to go
quickly to the council circle and wait. When the tapping was completed the Indians departed in their
canoes singing an Indian chant. When they reached the center of the lake they extinguished their
torches and all became silent. The public tapping ceremwzas/over.

Through the years the Taput Ceremonies became more elaborate. Sometimes a burning arrow
would be seen at the beginningit other times fireworks in the shape of an arrow were shot off. In
some ceremonies a floating campfire would be seethe middle of the lake. During a couple of
summers Indian swimmers with a torch in one hand would dive into the lake about 200 feet from the
dam. They would swino the dam usingpne hand and leave the water in front of the amazed
campers. During thmid-1960s the idea of a phantom canoe was used with great efi@ntempty

canoe with a burning torch would move silently toward the dam then make a right anglamarsail

back up the lake as the torch burned out.

The effectiveness of these ceremona be credited to Doc Lewis. Doc was a true showmtmaw
sense for the theatricln his younger years he was involved wtbkater and learned a lot about
drama productions.

Thel956Area 6A Fellowshiwas held ompril 27- 29 at Camp Raven Kndbcated near Mt. Airy, NC. The
f2R3IS G221 | tFNBS RStS3IladAzy G2 GKAa S@Syd I a
camp which had just opened in 1954. Tslagi members helped out in several areas of the program.

(Vo))

In 1956 John Kiray received his Brotherhood and he shared these photographs of the ceremony team and
some of his fellow Arrowmen that participated in the ceremony.

Several of thes@&rrowmen attended thel957Area 6A Fellowshipn April 26¢ 28 held atCamp Tuscarora



First Lodge Flap

The BSA designated the right pocket flap of the uniform as the
location forOrder of the Arrow insignia. In 1957 Bob Somers,
¢c2YY® YIEflYX bld {YAGK YR §2
first flap. After approval by the lodge the flap svavailable to
members in 1958.

O

On April 25 27,1958Tslagi members traveled 30 mingtdown the road to Camp Wenasa for the Area 6A
Fellowship. The Area was growing in strength and leadership and cooperation between the growing lodges.

A total of 37 Arrowmen from Area 6A formed a delegation to
the 1958 National Order of the Arrow Corderce to be held at ’
the University of Kansas. Attending from Tslagi Lodge were
William Bell, Freddie Busick, Jeppy McDowell, Bob Pennington,

WENNE 2FGlAYaE YR ' ffly 4526 a‘*~E \BOK | NI

Greensboro on Saturday, August 23, and stopped imgton, R &g’“ N
KY and St. Louis, MO. The group arrived at the university mu .
noon on Monday for th&NOAC. The group enjoyed a week of ~ad
training, Indian Dance competition, exciting shows and lots of G

fun and fellowship. 1958 Area 6-A NOAC Delegation

Lawrence, Kansas
On May 91959Tslagi Lodge held a SpriRgllowship. This is the earliest record lodge function and it was a
one-day event. Members traveled to Camp Cherokee on Saturday for the purpose of fellowship. A
Brotherhood Ceremony was held. Time was also spent discussing the recent Area 6A ipelioestihe
lodge would be responsible for hosting the 1960 event.

| Pictured to the lefis the staff of Camp Cherokee for 1959. Notice that
| all fifteen members are wearin@rder of the Arrowsashes On the

right of the middle row it odge AdvisoDocLewis. The group includes

one Ordeal member, eleven Brotherhood members, and three Vigil

Honor members. The success of the summer camp program and of

Tslagiodge is credited to this group of Scouts and ScoufEng camp

had a reputation across the s&aof delivering a top notch program.

1960s

The fall of 1959 and spring ®®60were very busy as the lodge prepared to host the Area 6A Fellowship at
Camp CherokeeThe camp was small covering only 79 acresiawduld be tight housing 300Arrowmen

from across the state. Lodges located nearby were advised to bring their own tentage for the weekend.
Delegates arrivéon Friday afternoonApril 29,set up campand then assembled in the camp amphitheater
at 6:00. Everyone went to the cafeta at neighboring Wentworth School for supper. At 8:00 they gathered



for the evening campfire and demonstration ceremonies. Tslagi Lodge performed the Ordealt Tallowed
by Wahissa Lodge doing the Ordeal Ceremony and Tali Taktaki Lodge handViigjl thapout. An Area
Congressook care of business with two delegates per lodge while everyone else enjoyed refreshments,
FSEE20aKALE OGNIXYRAY3AZI YR daodzZ f aSaai
\3&\\\\\\\\ \\Q day with morning discussion groups and nominatad candidates for Area
&\\\ \\\ officers. There were presentations by Alpha Phi Omega and the American
| e “\\\ Humanics Foundation. The afternoon included Indian dancing and recreation
il Following a banquet at the cafeteria Uwharrie Lodge conducted a Brotherhood
ceremay. At 8:30 everyone enjoyed a campfire featuring a talent show and
Indian dancing. The evening ended with a Cracker Barrel in the Dining hall. Following Sunday breakfast at t
cafeteria the delegates went to the dining hall for religious observansggliation of the new Area Chief, and
presentation of awards. The delegates received the patch for the weedeadhit the road after a great
weekend of fellowship.

In 1962the lodge started a newsletter named tl@@ose Gander It was an 8 %2 x 14 shempied on both
sides. Details of past lodge activities and potion of future lodge events wergcluded. The lodge Rules
and Regulations listed the Wild Goose as the lodge totem for severalipghies mid1960s but the image
never appeared on angatches used by the lodge.
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In the 1960s lodge ceremoniasad summer camp programs were very elaborate productidrise lodge
incorporated horses in some of their ceremonies. An Indian chief in full bonnet on horseback fills the center
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hoops were tossed anddians danced before a roaring campfire. Under the guidance of master showman
Doc Lewis, the camp staff always put on a great show!



