
History 
Tsalagi Lodge 163 

(Reference:  Much of this report is based on the book The Spirit of the Arrow, 
A History of Tsalagi Lodge 1939 ς 1989 by Lindley S. Butler) 

 
The Order of the Arrow Comes to Cherokee Council 
Since chartering in 1923 Cherokee Council had a strong camping program.  
From the mid-1920s Camp Cherokee, the ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Boy Scout camp, had 
been located on rolling wooded land in the center of Rockingham County at 
a 79-acre county owned playground near Wentworth.  The camp director in 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфолǎ ǿŀǎ !Φ tΦ άtŀǘέ tŀǘǘŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ {Ŏƻǳǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
1936 ς 1942.  He likely observed the positive effects of the Order of the 
Arrow in neighboring Greensboro Council and on their program at Camp 
Graystone.  During the summer of 1939 the camp staff became interested 
and they contacted Tali Taktaki Lodge in Greensboro for information.  The 
approval of the council executive board was secured and the charter 
application was sent in on June 21, 1939.  On July 11 the charter was granted 
for an Order of the Arrow lodge. 
 
¢ƘŜ /ŀƳǇ /ƘŜǊƻƪŜŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŘƎŜ ά/ƘŜǊƻƪŜŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
were very disappointed to learn that an OA lodge chartered in Birmingham, Alabama in 1930 had already 
chosen that name.  Early Order of the Arrow applications stated: 
 

  ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƴŀƳŜ  _____________   for our lodge,  
       and the totem  ____________   ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜƳōƭŜƳΦέ 
 

Some unknown individual ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ /ƘŜǊƻƪŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ά¢{[!DIέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
application.  This was understood to be the Indian word in the Cherokee language for άCherokeeέ.  It was in 
fact a misspelling and should have been written as TSALAGI.   The three Cherokee letters are ŢĲĨ and are 

written as TSA ς LA ς GI.  No one realized the error and so the lodge adopted the name TSLAGI and used it for the next 
forty eight years. 
 

In the summer of 1940 sixteen Scouts and Scouters from Cherokee Council took the Ordeal and were inducted 
ōȅ ¢ŀƭƛ ¢ŀƪǘŀƪƛ [ƻŘƎŜ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇ DǊŀȅǎǘƻƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5ŜȄǘŜǊ aƻǎŜǊ ƻŦ .ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΩǎ 
first chief.  Mr. Moser was the waterfront director at Camp Cherokee.  Joe Blanks of Roxboro was elected vice 
ςchief and Francis Atwater of Burlington was elected as secretary-treasurer.  Pat Patterson served as the first 
lodge advisor.  
 

1940s 
During the summer of 1940 the new lodge was very active with various projects to improve camp and build a 
good image of the Order of the Arrow. 
 

On August 31 ς September 2, 1940 the Order of the Arrow held its National Meeting at Camp Twin Echo 
located near Ligonier, Pennsylvania.  This event was a celebration of the OAΩǎ нрth Anniversary.  Tslagi Lodge 
sent eleven members to this National Meeting. 

http://languagetech.cherokee.org/%E1%8E%A3%E1%8F%AA%E1%8F%85%E1%8F%92Home.aspx


In the summer of 1941 the lodge elected and inducted the first group of Ordeal candidates using their own 
ceremonial team.  The lodge called on Tali Taktaki LodgeΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ team to conduct the first Brotherhood 
ceremony at Camp Cherokee.  That year a future leader of the lodge, Allan Lewis, became a member of the 
Order of the Arrow.  Mr. Lewis served as teacher, principal, and then Superintendent of the Rockingham 
County Schools.  His office was less than a mile from Camp Cherokee so each evening after work he went to 
ŎŀƳǇΦ  IŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎ ŀǘ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ά5ƻŎέΦ 
 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфплǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΩs whole program was centered on support of the summer camp.  There was no 
effort made to have year round activities.  Most of the camp staff were members of the Order of the Arrow.  
The most significant project in this era was the lodge participation in planning and building the health lodge 
which served the camp for a quarter century. 
 

In the early days of the lodge the selection and Ordeal procedures were quite different.  During the camp 
week lodge meetings were held at which qualifications of campers were 
discussed.  A boy had to be a First Class Scout and at least a second-year 
camper.  On Thursday the eligible candidates met with the Arrowmen 
and a secret ballot was taken for election to the lodge.  Following the 
campfire that evening the tap-out was held.  The candidates began their 
Ordeal right after the tap-out and were taken out to sleep alone.  On 
Friday the candidates worked all day in silence and with little food.  The 
induction ceremony was held that night at the ordeal ring which was 
located near a waterfall. 
 

Millard Patton, who attended camp in the 1940s, remembered that the 
call-out or tap-out ceremony was held at the camp council ring in the 
grassy circle in front of the dining hall.  The campers sat in a large circle 
around a campfire then an Indian would seize the candidates from 
behind.  According to Dexter Moser the council fire was ignited by 
releasing a flaming arrow from the roof of the dining hall.  The arrow 
traveled down a wire to the base of the wood stack while an Indian 
chief prayed for fire in pantomime.             1949 Ordeal Ceremony 
 

Although wild stories told about the Ordeal left the candidates apprehensive about their treatment, there 
have never been any serious hazing incidents.  The ceremony, rituals, and ordeal have been meaningful to the 
Arrowmen and over the years the lodge leadership conveyed a seriousness of purpose to the candidates.  Yet 
occasionally highjinks would surface.  For example, in the early years it was common practice to take the 
Ordeal candidates out in an automobile for their night alone.  The blindfolded candidates would be driven for 
miles with Arrowmen implying that they were a great distance from camp.  Then the candidates were placed 
ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ hǊŘŜŀƭ ά5ƻŎέ [Ŝǿƛǎ was driven for a long period of 
time after whiŎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǳǇŜǊΩǎ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƴŜŀǊ ŎŀƳǇΦ 
 

In 1942 members of Tslagi Lodge were planning to attend the National Meeting to be held at the University of 
North Carolina in Chapel Hill.  Unfortunately, with the entry of the United States in World War II, this event 
was cancelled.  The national leadership of the OA encouraged local Areas to hold their own fellowship 
meetings.  On September 4 ς 6 several members headed to Camp Graystone near Greensboro for the first 
North Carolina State Fellowship Meeting.   Tali Taktaki invited Arrowmen from across the state and their 
invitation said: 
 



 
 άMay you leave with a clearer idea of our Order and how to make it a more vital part of our 
  Council and Community life.  May you also renew acquaintances, make lasting friendships 
  and gain a broader view of our Fraternity ƻŦ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ 
 
Following the end of World War II the Order of the Arrow in North Carolina resumed holding fellowship 
meetings.  On September 28 ς 30, 1945 Arrowmen went to Camp Graystone.  Tslagi Lodge sent Brothers to 
this event.  The program started on Saturday morning with a welcome and introduction of lodges and 
delegates by George Thomason, Greensboro Council Scout Executive.  Bob Wolff covered an outline of the 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ National OA Chief, H. Lloyd Nelson.  
The afternoon was filled with discussion groups on lodge operations, elections, service projects, and costumes.  
There was time for recreation and supper then the Campfire Opening Ceremony.  The delegates saw the 
Ordeal Tapping by Nayawin Rar Lodge, Final Ordeal Ceremony by Wahissa Lodge, then a Brotherhood Tapping 
ōȅ LǘƛōŀǇƛǎƘŜ Lǘƛ Iƻƭƭƻ [ƻŘƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άCŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ϧ 9ŀǘǎέΦ  {ǳƴday featured an Inspirational 
Service then Discussions by Lodge Officials and Ritual Team members.  Lunch was served then a Challenge to 
OA Members by H. Lloyd Nelson.  Delegates departed mid-afternoon. 
 

On October 4 ς 6, 1946 members traveled to Morrow Mountain State Park for the NC Fellowship Meeting.  
The participants enjoyed a busy weekend of training, ceremonies, and fellowship. 
 

In 1947 {Ŏƻǳǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ WƻƘƴ .Φ hŀƪƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳǇ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 5ƻǳƎ YŜƭƭȅΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭƭŀƴ ά5ƻŎέ [ŜǿƛǎΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ 
Cate, Rufus Ray and Lon G. Turner went to the Area Fellowship at Morrow Mountain State Park.  All of the 
men were inducted into the Brotherhood Honor except for Lon G. Turner.  Within the Order of the Arrow a 
few members each year were recognized with the Vigil Honor.  These Brothers were chosen due to their 
dedication to the OA and the many hours of service they provided.  Lon G. Turner was the first member of 

Tslagi Lodge to receive this honor.  He entered Scouting in 1912 and served as 
Scoutmaster in Burlington and suǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ for 
many years.  Cherokee Council eventually named the Camp Cherokee dining hall in 
his memory in 1952.  They also established a Camping Achievement award for Mr. 
Turner.  

 

In the late 1940s the lodge organized several social events.  In 1947 there was a 
Social at Camp Cherokee.  Brothers invited dates for dinner.   In 1948 the lodge 
held a spring banquet at Wentworth High School in April.  Attending this banquet 
were adults and youth members with guests and dates.  A floor show and dancing 
were the entertainment. 
 

During the late 1940s and early 1950s the country was hit with a severe polio 
epidemic.   Polio is a crippling and potentially deadly infectious disease caused by 
a virus that spreads from person to person invading the brain and spinal cord and 
causing paralysis.  Each of these years over 35,000 people were crippled by this 
disease.  In 1948 North Carolina was severely hit and Arrowmen planning to 
attend the National Meeting at Indiana University were told they could not go.  
The disappointment affected plans for the Area Meeting scheduled for October 
15 ς 17 at Camp Uwharrie.  This event was canceled due to low registration, but 
the fear of polio greatly affected ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ǊŜŀ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 
Carolina did not resume until 1952. 
 



 

1950s 
On July 3, 195м !ƭƭŀƴ ά5ƻŎέ [Ŝǿƛǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƻŘƎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǎǘowed with the Vigil Honor.  It 
waǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ±ƛƎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƴŀƳŜΦ  5ƻŎΩǎ Indian name was άCherokeeέ. 
 

In March 1952 the OA lodges of Area 6A were invited to Camp Tuscarora located near Goldsboro for the first 
Area 6A Fellowship.  The area included the following eight North Carolina lodges:   
  Tali Taktaki #70, Occoneechee #104, Croatan #117, Wahissa #118,  
  Tslagi #163, Uwharrie #208, Nayawin Rar #296, and Klahican #331.    
Arrowmen from each lodge gathered for a weekend of training, competition, and fellowship.  The event 
rotated each year with a different lodge taking their turn to host the fellowship. 
 

Doc Lewis led a delegation of six Scouts in attending the 1952 National OA Conference 
held at Miami University located in Oxford, Ohio.  The group traveled by car and included 
Mac Robertson, Tommy Day and Martin Hedgepath, E.C. Mericks, Hugh Scott Hester, and 
Charles Jolly. 
 

On March 20 ς 22, 1953 a total of 43 Brothers from Tslagi Lodge were part of 280 
Arrowmen that went to Camp Durant near Raleigh for the Area 6A Fellowship.  A special guest for this event 
was H. Lloyd Nelson, Chairman of the National OA Committee.  A feature of these Area gatherings was a 
chance for dedicated members to be recognized with the Vigil HonorΦ  !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ WƛƳƳȅ ά¢ŀƴƪέ IŀǊŘȅ 
became the first youth member of Tslagi Lodge to receive this honor. Tank had served as Waterfront Director 
at Camp Cherokee for several summers and was Lodge Chief for 1951 and 1952.  Each year a new Area Chief 
was selected to lead the Area for the coming year.  In 1953 Tslagi Lodge member William Harvey Price of 
Mayodan was elected. 
 

On July 21, 1953 Tslagi Lodge recognized camp director Kenneth H. Davis and Bruce Carter, a Scouter from 
Leaksville with the Vigil Honor.  Kenneth Davis served as a professional Scouter for over 40 years starting in 
1938.  He was the leader in designing and fundraising for the new Dining Hall for Camp Cherokee that was 
dedicated in 1952 ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ±ƛƎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ [ƻƴ DΦ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΦ  .ǊǳŎŜ /ŀǊǘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƛƴ мфмл 
and was the first camp director for Cherokee Council in 1923.  Mr. Carter was active in the council for many 
years serving on the Council Executive Board. 
 

First Lodge Patch  In the early days of the Order of the Arrow members were recognized by the sash that they 

wore.  In the 1930s lodges began issuing patches to be worn on the Boy Scout uniform.  Most patches were made of felt.  
Scouts did not care for these patches because they would shrink and lose their designs after multiple washings.  In the 

1940s patches were made by embroidering on twill material.  Most OA lodges began issuing 
patches by the early 1950s.  The patches 
were odd shaped being round, square, oval, 
and arrowheads, and usually included the 
ƭƻŘƎŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƭƻŘƎŜ ǘƻǘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ά²²²έΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
were typically worn on the right pocket of the 
uniform shirt which was designated for 
temporary patches.  Tslagi Lodge issued an 
arrowhead shaped patch in 1953.  It featured 
an Indian chief in bonnet and green leggings 

holding a bow and arrow.  Three different varieties of this design 
were issued between 1953 and 1958.            
         Eagle Class of 1953 ς Lodge members wearing A1. 



On March 19 ς 21 Tslagi Lodge hosted seven North Carolina lodges for the 1954 Area 6A Fellowship at Camp 
Cherokee.  The contingents arrived on Friday afternoon and following supper the Cherokee Council Scout 

Executive and Area Advisor C. Lin Adams welcomed the 
Arrowmen.  Lodge member and Area Chief William Price 
addressed the crowd.  The evening campfire included a 
demonstration of the Tslagi Lodge Tap-out Ceremony 
followed by Occoneechee Lodge performing the Ordeal 
Induction Ceremony.  On Saturday morning each lodge lead a 
discussion group with Tslagi covering the Vigil Honor.  The 
afternoon included time for recreation and a little patch 
trading.  There were skill demonstrations on Indian Dancing,  

   C. Lin Adams & Doc Lewis     Costuming and Make-up.  After supper Jim Hardy led the Vigil 
Tap-out.  The highlight of the event was the Saturday night campfire.  Doc Lewis emceed a Talent Show in 
which he entertained and kept the action moving.  The final Vigil Ceremony started Sunday morning followed 
ōȅ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ h!Ωǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ 
E. Urner Goodman.  As delegates departed they each received one of the pictured patches. 
 
Doc Lewis was the only member of Tslagi Lodge to travel to Laramie, Wyoming for the 1954 National OA 
Conference. 
 
A small contingent traveled to Camp Croatan in eastern North Carolina for the 1955 Area 6A Fellowship held 
on March 25 ς 27.  The group enjoyed a weekend of training and fellowship, but commented on how difficult 
it was to make this long trip. 
 

Tap-Out Ceremonies (summarized from a Tslagi Lodge History written by !ƭƭŀƴ ά5ƻŎέ [Ŝǿƛǎ ƛƴ мфтп.) 

During the 1950s through 1966 Thursday night at Camp Cherokee was a special night for the Order of 
the Arrow.  Each week campers and visitors gathered for a campfire program in the center of camp.  At 
the end of the entertainment the OA took center stage.  Lodge Advisor Doc Lewis started by explaining 
the Order of the Arrow and the upcoming tapping ceremony.  Everyone was invited to walk in a single 
file line with their arms folded Indian-style and follow an Indian guide to the waterfront.  All of the 
lodge members were dressed in Indian costume and make-up.  There were many Indian guides with 
blazing torches lighting the trail.   There was the slow drumming of a tom-tom heard in the distance. 
 
At the lake all campers stood in a single file line on 
the dam facing the lake while the visitors stood on 
either side of the lake close to the dam facing the 
water.  In the semi-darkness campers could see at 
the other end of the lake a campfire at an Indian 
village.  Torches were being lit as Indians danced 
around the fire. Minutes later about 20 Indians with 
torches started running from the Indian village 
toward the dam down both sides of the lake.  The 
runners stopped along the dam lighting the area.  
Then three canoes sailed silently across the lake 
approaching the assembled campers.  Each canoe 
carried two Indians and a lighted torch.  The beat of a drum could be heard in the distance.  
 



Allowat Sakima, the mighty chief who was in one of the canoes, gave the order for the drum to be 
silent.  Meteu, the medicine man riding in another canoe, recited the legend so that all could hear it.  
The three canoes then approached the dam where there was a small dock.  Each of the Indian officials 
left their canoes and went onto the dam.  The Chief, Medicine Man, Guide and the Guard walked along 
the straight line of excited Scouts as if they were inspecting each camper.  The boys and men that had 
been elected were then tapped by Allowat Sakima.  As they were tapped each candidate was told to go 
quickly to the council circle and wait.  When the tapping was completed the Indians departed in their 
canoes singing an Indian chant.  When they reached the center of the lake they extinguished their 
torches and all became silent.  The public tapping ceremony was over. 
 
Through the years the Tap-Out Ceremonies became more elaborate.  Sometimes a burning arrow 
would be seen at the beginning.  At other times fireworks in the shape of an arrow were shot off.  In 
some ceremonies a floating campfire would be seen in the middle of the lake.  During a couple of 
summers Indian swimmers with a torch in one hand would dive into the lake about 200 feet from the 
dam.  They would swim to the dam using one hand and leave the water in front of the amazed 
campers.  During the mid-1960s the idea of a phantom canoe was used with great effect.  An empty 
canoe with a burning torch would move silently toward the dam then make a right angle turn and sail 
back up the lake as the torch burned out. 
 
The effectiveness of these ceremonies can be credited to Doc Lewis.  Doc was a true showman with a 
sense for the theatric.  In his younger years he was involved with theater and learned a lot about 
drama productions. 

 
The 1956 Area 6A Fellowship was held on April 27 - 29 at Camp Raven Knob located near Mt. Airy, NC.  The 
ƭƻŘƎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ hƭŘ IƛŎƪƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
camp which had just opened in 1954.  Tslagi members helped out in several areas of the program.   
 
In 1956 John Kinney received his Brotherhood and he shared these photographs of the ceremony team and 
some of his fellow Arrowmen that participated in the ceremony.   
 

              
 
Several of these Arrowmen attended the 1957 Area 6A Fellowship on April 26 ς 28 held at Camp Tuscarora.  
 



 

First Lodge Flap 
The BSA designated the right pocket flap of the uniform as the 
location for Order of the Arrow insignia.  In 1957 Bob Somers, 
¢ƻƳƳȅ YŀƭƭŀƳΣ bŀǘ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ 5ƻŎ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ¢ǎƭŀƎƛ [ƻŘƎŜΩǎ 
first flap.  After approval by the lodge the flap was available to 
members in 1958. 
 

 

 

On April 25 ς 27, 1958 Tslagi members traveled 30 minutes down the road to Camp Wenasa for the Area 6A 
Fellowship.  The Area was growing in strength and leadership and cooperation between the growing lodges. 
 
A total of 37 Arrowmen from Area 6A formed a delegation to 
the 1958 National Order of the Arrow Conference to be held at 
the University of Kansas.  Attending from Tslagi Lodge were 
William Bell, Freddie Busick, Jeppy McDowell, Bob Pennington, 
WŜǊǊȅ ²ŀǘƪƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭŀƴ ά5ƻŎέ [ŜǿƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ ōǳǎ ƭŜŦǘ 
Greensboro on Saturday, August 23, and stopped in Lexington, 
KY and St. Louis, MO.  The group arrived at the university about 
noon on Monday for the NOAC.  The group enjoyed a week of 
training, Indian Dance competition, exciting shows and lots of 
fun and fellowship. 
 
On May 9, 1959 Tslagi Lodge held a Spring Fellowship.  This is the earliest record lodge function and it was a 
one-day event.  Members traveled to Camp Cherokee on Saturday for the purpose of fellowship.  A 
Brotherhood Ceremony was held.  Time was also spent discussing the recent Area 6A Fellowship since the 
lodge would be responsible for hosting the 1960 event. 

 
Pictured to the left is the staff of Camp Cherokee for 1959.  Notice that 
all fifteen members are wearing Order of the Arrow sashes.  On the 
right of the middle row is Lodge Advisor Doc Lewis.  The group includes 
one Ordeal member, eleven Brotherhood members, and three Vigil 
Honor members.  The success of the summer camp program and of 
Tslagi Lodge is credited to this group of Scouts and Scouters.  The camp 
had a reputation across the state of delivering a top notch program. 
 
 
 
 

 

1960s 
The fall of 1959 and spring of 1960 were very busy as the lodge prepared to host the Area 6A Fellowship at 
Camp Cherokee.   The camp was small covering only 79 acres and it would be tight housing 300+ Arrowmen 
from across the state.  Lodges located nearby were advised to bring their own tentage for the weekend.  
Delegates arrived on Friday afternoon, April 29, set up camp, and then assembled in the camp amphitheater 
at 6:00.  Everyone went to the cafeteria at neighboring Wentworth School for supper.  At 8:00 they gathered 



for the evening campfire and demonstration ceremonies. Tslagi Lodge performed the Ordeal Tap-out followed 
by Wahissa Lodge doing the Ordeal Ceremony and Tali Taktaki Lodge handling the Vigil Tap-out.  An Area 
Congress took care of business with two delegates per lodge while everyone else enjoyed refreshments, 

ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ άōǳƭƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ IŀƭƭΦ  {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ 
day with morning discussion groups and nomination of candidates for Area 
officers.  There were presentations by Alpha Phi Omega and the American 
Humanics Foundation.  The afternoon included Indian dancing and recreation.  
Following a banquet at the cafeteria Uwharrie Lodge conducted a Brotherhood 
ceremony.  At 8:30 everyone enjoyed a campfire featuring a talent show and 

Indian dancing.  The evening ended with a Cracker Barrel in the Dining hall.  Following Sunday breakfast at the 
cafeteria the delegates went to the dining hall for religious observance, installation of the new Area Chief, and 
presentation of awards.  The delegates received the patch for the weekend and hit the road after a great 
weekend of fellowship. 
 
In 1962 the lodge started a newsletter named the Goose Gander.  It was an 8 ½ x 14 sheet copied on both 
sides.  Details of past lodge activities and promotion of future lodge events were included.  The lodge Rules 
and Regulations listed the Wild Goose as the lodge totem for several years in the mid-1960s, but the image 
never appeared on any patches used by the lodge. 

 

 
 

 
In the 1960s lodge ceremonies and summer camp programs were very elaborate productions.  The lodge 
incorporated horses in some of their ceremonies.  An Indian chief in full bonnet on horseback fills the center 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΩǎ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ŦƭŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƭƛƪŜΦ  CƭŀƳƛƴƎ 
hoops were tossed and Indians danced before a roaring campfire.  Under the guidance of master showman 
Doc Lewis, the camp staff always put on a great show! 
 

   


